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ATTENTION LITTLE ST. GERMAIN LAKE OWNERS!  
 

This newsletter is mailed annually to share information between the Board of Commissioners and District property 

owners.  The District website is available at www.littlesaint.org for more information. 

 

Note:  Mailing labels are obtained from the Vilas County tax records.  All address changes must be made in writing to 

the Vilas County Treasurer in Eagle River.   

 

Board of Commissioners  
Elected Commissioners: 

 Chairman    Steve Gilbert   cpuupnorth@frontier.com 

 Secretary    Cheryl Kelsey  sellthenorthwoods@gmail.com 

 Treasurer    June Vogel   June.vogel@stg.town 

Non-Elected Commissioners: 

 Town of St.Germain  Tom Christensen  tom.christensen@stg.town 

 Vilas County    Carolyn Ritter  caritt@vilascountywi.gov 



Fisheries Update  

The fishery of Little Saint Germain appears healthy and is improving. This is the result of a combination of fac-

tors including winter aeration, changes in fishing regulations, and an aggressive stocking program. 

The following information was provided by our local fisheries biologist, Eric Wegleitner, and covers recent 

and future activities by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR). 

The WDNR surveyed Little Saint Germain Lake May 10-13 (fyke netting) and May 26, 2021 (electrofishing) to 

assess the status of bass and panfish populations. Bluegill were the most abundant panfish species caught 

during survey work. Average bluegill length was 6.4”, 34.5% were ≥ 7”, and the largest was 9.3”. Black crap-

pie were commonly caught during netting and shocking. Average crappie length was 9.2”, 18.8% were ≥ 10”, 

and the largest was 13.2”. Pumpkinseed were less commonly caught but had good size structure averaging 

6.5”, 26.3% were ≥ 7”, and the largest was 7.7”. Largemouth bass were caught at a moderate rate, averaged 

12.7”, 22.5% were ≥ 14”, and the largest 18.9”. Very few smallmouth bass were caught ranging in size from 

6.8”-17.8”. In addition to the fish mentioned above, nine other species of fish were captured during netting 

and electrofishing surveys of Little Saint Germain Lake. Yellow Bullhead were very abundant during fyke 

netting. The remaining species captured included Walleye, Yellow Perch, Rock Bass, Northern Pike, White 

Sucker, Muskellunge, Golden Shiner, and Bluntnose Minnow.  

Fall electrofishing surveys, targeting juvenile walleye, have occurred annually for the past nine years and will 

again in 2022. Results from these surveys indicate no natural reproduction of walleye, but decent survival of 

extended growth walleye that have been stocked most recently in an odd year cycle (i.e. 2017, 2019, 2021…). 

Stocking efforts have produced a good walleye fishery with the most recent estimate in 2015 at 2.6 adult 

walleye per acre. Similarly, muskie stocking has been successful, producing a fishery with moderate density 

and good size structure. Although, muskie stocking has been variable in the past, the current stocking is done 

on an even year stocking cycle meaning 243 muskie fingerlings (10”) will be stocked this fall. Overall, Little 

Saint Germain Lake provides great fishing opportunities for many species of fish and is one of the more popu-

lar fishing destinations in the area.  

For more details contact Eric Wegleitner WDNR Fisheries Biologist 

Woodruff, WI 54568 

Eric.Wegleitner@Wisconsin.gov 
Phone: (715) 356-5211 (ext 246) 

Municipal Water Safety Patrol Survey 

Last year a Municipal Water Safety Patrol program was proposed to lake organizations by the Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR). The DNR offered this program in response to concerns about fewer warden hours 

on the lakes and supposed safety issues. The intent was to address complaints and make the lakes safer. Fol-

lowing last year’s annual meeting, commissioners heard concerns from some attendees about how that por-

tion of the meeting developed. To obtain a response from as many property owners as possible (including 

those who are not able to attend the annual meeting), an advisory survey will be mailed to all district proper-

ty owners. The Board of Commissioners will then use the information they receive to determine if any action 

should be taken on this topic. The Commissioners hope to send this survey to owners in September.  



LITTLE ST. GERMAIN LAKE PROTECTION 
AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT 

SAINT GERMAIN, WI 
 
 Elected Commissioners   Appointed Commissioners 
 Cheryl Domenico, Chairman  Tom Christensen, Town of Saint Germain 
 June Vogel, Treasurer   Carolyn Ritter, Vilas County  
 Cheryl Kelsey, Secretary   Barb Steinhilber – Town Lakes Committee 
    

http://www.littlesaint.org 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 – 9:00 A.M. 

St. Germain Community Center - Pavilion  

 

9:00 a.m. Welcome & Introduction of District Commissioners – Lake Owners gathered outside of the Pavilion (due 

to the weather conditions), tables were positioned outside in the sun. Chairman, Cheryl Domenico welcomed everyone 

in attendance & introduced the Commissioners present: June Vogel -Treasurer, Cheryl Kelsey - Secretary & Carolyn 

Ritter -Vilas County.  Tom Christensen, Town of St. Germain was absent.  

Budget Hearing – Treasurer, June Vogel presented the 2020 Year End Financials, 2021 Year to Date Budget & Expens-

es, 2022 Proposed Budget & 2021 Proposed Tax Levy.  

Call to Order – Domenico called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m.   

Approval of Agenda – Tom Schwartz motioned & Barb Steinhilber seconded, motion approved.  

Approval of 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes – Sept. 6, 2020 – Carolyn Ritter motioned & Steinhilber seconded, motion 

approved.  

Reports 

Muskellunge Creek Beaver Control - Kelsey reported that we have continued to contract with the USDA to help con-

trol Beaver Dams in Muskellunge Creek.  Steve Gilbert mentioned that there may be a Grant available from Wisconsin 

Valley Improvement to help with the creek.   

Aeration Systems – Easements Update & Discussion – Kelsey reported that the Easement Agreement in South Bay 

was recorded & discussion was continuing regarding the possibility of moving the system to a nearby property also 

owned by the Petersons. More information is needed to determine if the Zoning would allow this type of system on the 

nearby property.  Bill Radostits raised his concern for the Open Water in front of the Aeration System.  Tony Farrow 

also raised the question about what thickness the ice needs to be to properly erect the fencing around the Aeration Sys-

tem.  In the past, it has been established that we need at least 6 inches to keep the fencing up.  

AIS Update & Report from Onterra– Eddie Heath, Aquatic Ecologist & Project Manager submitted a short update & 

report that was included in the Newsletter.  His report indicated that the preliminary accounts indicate a relatively low 

Eurasian watermilfoil population in most areas of the lake.  Because the lake is in a “healthy condition”, there are a lot 

of aquatic plants in front of many properties. Lake owners are allowed to manually remove the plants in a 30 foot wide 

area extending out from their property, so long as the materials are disposed of outside of the lake. Therefore, there was 

NO Chemical treatment of the lake during the summer of 2021.  

Native Weed Control Update & Discussion – The decision to cut native weeds must be decided early in June & July.  

At that point, it was decided that there was no heavy matting in most areas of the lake, so therefore we did not do any 

native weed cutting. It is becoming more & more difficult to find Contractors that own weed cutting equipment, and 

then in the years that we did cut, we have experienced the problem with the weeds floating into Lake Owner’s beaches.  

A discussion followed regarding other lakes that own Weed cutting equipment, along with the logistics of storing & 

maintaining the machinery properly.   
Continued on next page 



Clean Boats, Clean Waters – Boat Landing – Vogel reported that we again employed the University of Wisconsin in-

terns to man the Boat Landing for 300 hours during the summer months.  We currently receive a Grant to help offset the 

expense of this program.  It was suggested that we try to get Volunteers (possibly from the school) to sit there possibly 1

-2 days per week, but again this needs to be monitored.   

Fishery Update – Ken Jackson, Jackson’s Lakeside Resort, brought up the question about possibly stocking for Muskie.  

The current agreement that we have in place for the past several years with the DNR, is that they will stock 14,575 ex-

tended growth Walleye this year, & 1 per acre (980) Muskie will be stocked for 2022. They have marked these fish and 

do electrofishing studies during the year to see how these fish are surviving.  Little St. Germain has a long history of no 

natural reproduction of Walleye.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Municipal Water Safety Patrol Proposal - At this point, we skipped to #4.  Carolyn Ritter explained a little bit about 

the proposal. The idea is for a 4 year project, where the Town would pay a large amount of the cost (which could be cov-

ered by a Grant) & the Lake Districts would pay a smaller percentage.  The initial proposal was for 40 patrol hours per 

week for 12 weeks (June-August) – 480 hours @ $30.00/hour - $14,400 per year patrol wages. The Equipment (Patrol 

boat & trailer) - $30,000 one-time paid over four years.  There was a very lengthy discussion & there seemed to be sup-

port for & against the proposal.  After much review, Steve Gilbert made the following motion: “Does Little St. Germain 

approve moving forward with a Municipal Water Safety Boat Patrol Program”?  Robert Leece seconded the motion. 

There was a stand up vote – 59 Opposed. Motion failed.  

Eurasian Milfoil & Curly Leaf Pondweed Treatment Discussion – Depending on Onterra’s Fall Survey, we will plan 

on a Chemical Treatment if it is warranted.  We have included $50,000 in the proposed Budget for 2022 summer season. 

Native Weeds – Discussion Options – We have included $20,000 in the proposed Budget for Native Weeds, with possi-

ble cutting if warranted.  In the past we have used a piece of property owned by the Richards Family off of Halberstadt 

Road for disposal of these weeds.  We have also used a DASH Boat for removal of Aquatic Weeds in the past & they 

were also disposed of on that property.   

Porta Potty at Boat Landing – It has been suggested that we investigate the possibility of a Handicap sized Porta Potty 

at the Boat Landing located off of Tobin Lange Road.  It was discussed that we may be able to Rent a unit & then pur-

chase one for the future.  We would need to determine the location (that the DNR would allow), as well as a cost for a 

slab for it to be placed on.  It was also discussed that the unit could be stored at the St. Germain Town Shop during the 

winter months. Tom Jackson motioned to  

Rent the 1st year & then purchase after (with the possibility of a Grant). Hobby Jackson seconded. 33 were in favor, 3 

opposed, motion carried.  

ACTION ITEMS  

Approval of 2020 Financials – Rick Kollauf motioned, Bill Radostits seconded, passed unanimously.  

Approval of 2022 Budget- Rick Kollauf motioned, Jim Kelsey seconded, 41 in favor, 1 opposed.  

Approval of 2021 Tax Levy – Rick Kollauf motioned, Bob Foley seconded, passed unanimously.  

Election of Expiring Term of Commissioner Cheryl Kelsey – Cheryl Kelsey motioned for Steve Gilbert to join the 

board. He initially declined, but then agreed.  Tom Schwartz motioned, Mike O’Dwyer seconded.  Bob Foley motioned, 

Joe Domenico seconded for Cheryl Kelsey to remain a Commissioner.  There was a Secret ballot, and Steve Gilbert won.  

2022 Meeting – Sunday, September 4, 2022 – Steve Gilbert motioned, Bill Radostits seconded.  

Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.  

The Little St. Germain Lake District Board of Commissioners works to oversee various aspects of lake management. If any lake dis-

trict property owner has concerns or topics they would like the commissioners to address, please contact one of us with your con-

cerns. Contact information can be found on the Town of St. Germain Website under Lake Districts.  

Steve Gilbert – cpuupnorth@frontier.com    Tom Christensen – tom.christenen@stg.town 
Cheryl Kelsey – sellthenorthwoods@gmail.com   Carolyn Ritter – caritt@vilascountywi.gov 
June Vogel – June.vogel@stg.town  


