Little Saint Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District

Meeting Minutes - April 23, 2026

. Callto Order by Chairman Steve Anderson at 4:33 p.m.
. Verification confirmed of open meeting posting requirement.

Roll Call: Commissioners attending in person were Judy Wiggin (treasurer), Steve
Anderson (chair), Patric Niggemeier, and Rick Kollauf, and

Carolyn Ritter (secretary) who arrived at 4:37 p.m. Michael O’Dwyer attended via Zoom.
Absent was Bill Humphrey. Quorum was established.

Members of the public attending in person were Barb Steinhilber and June Vogel.
Members of the public attending via Zoom included Jeanne Lord, Father Michael Place,
Dave Komorowski, C. Komorowski and Kari Komorowski and two other unidentified
individuals.

. Citizens Comments: None

Discussion/Action ltems:

A. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Patric to approve the minutes with the correction in
the spelling of John’s last name from Voija to Vojta, second by Judy. Motion passed
unanimously.

B. Waterway Marker (Buoy) Placement, Permit Validation: Discussion included review
of maps showing placement of slow/no wake and danger/rock buoys, and GPS
placement. Discussion included updates needed to the town’s Chapter 19 ordinance;
discrepancy of buoys going into, East Bay narrows; buoy placements shown on website.
Motion by Steve for district to remove slow/no-wake buoys EB1,EB2and EB3 for

East Bay from the permit and to have J&J Services document the GPS buoy locations,
second by Rick. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion continued on guidelines for hazard buoys and difference between
navigation/informational buoys and hazard buoys.

Motion by Steve to that the district notify the DNR to change buoys 11 and 12 buoys (as
identified on the buoy map) to navigational buoys from the permit and have J&J Services
document the actual GPS locations at installation and provide that information to
Steve, second by Rick . Motion passed unanimously.

The DNR has provided notification for permits.

C. St. Germain Town Board disapproved amendment to Chapter 19 for slow/no-wake
buoys in South Bay on 4/13. Until St. Germain’s Chapter 19 ordinance is updated, Patric
advised against taking any action to change Chapter 19.

D. Town Board representatives had discussion with representatives of Serenity Bay
Condo to explore ideas and options other than more buoys to protect the loon nest near



the resort. Until St. Germain’s Chapter 19 ordinance is updated, Patric advised against
taking any action.

E. As arepresentative of Serenity Bay Condo, Father Place noted they are looking for a
solution to protect the nesting loons in the area close to the resort that will balance the
various interests. Discussion included equity of actions/policy in other parts of the
lake; using educational (informational) buoys; educating guests/tourists; informational
buoys removed when chicks are off the nest; informational buoys are self-enforced (no
DNR enforcement); concern about informational buoys drawing more boat traffic to
area; using nearby residents to monitor the situation; nearby weed bed restricting
traffic; spacing of buoys; sighs posted at the public boat ramp; and focus to be raising
awareness to protect and preserve.

Further discussion included providing educational pamphlets to area resorts,
businesses; wildlife monitoring, not just loons; target date to remove informational
buoys at July 10 unless loons are still on the nest; DNR approval for site location and
wording; and use of signs on private property; possibility of an informational sign on the
Serentiy Bay Condo shoreline; hospitality business has changed, with increased private
rentals.

Motion by Steve to submit an informational buoy permit application to the Town of St.
Germain Board for signature with buoy 1 and 2 positions (per provided map) as
described in the condition report to the DNR to be installed after the ice is out and to be
removed by July 10 unless the nest is still occupied, second by Judy.

Motion passed unanimously.

F. Letters and Communications: Carolyn noted that the number of private tourist
houses that have opened in past years has not actually increased the number of
tourists on the lake because they replaced the many resorts that have closed over the
decades. Boating has changed with more pontoons and bigger boats putting pressure
on the lake.

6. Next meetingis scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 4:30 p.m.
7. Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Carolyn Ritter



